
 India, from being a third world developing country, has become one of opportu-

nities.  So, there are a whole lot of people suddenly very interested in starting preschools 

and addressing issues of early childhood learning.  According to a market survey done 

by a Hong Kong based brokerage and market research firm, the preschool market size, 

is 3.43 billion in 2012. They always throw in a scientist to tell us that early childhood 

learning is very important, as if it is something that has just got discovered.  Then the 

next great thing from the market perspective- preschool learning is completely free of 

government control.  What this translates into is you can charge any fees you want 

and nobody can object. Even the government cannot object.  You can charge  ` 30,000 

per month for preschool nursery activities, people will queue up and government will 

not take action.  And so, heavy weights are ready to move in.  This is a huge market 

for branded preschools.  This is an internal memo, “the DPR is ready, we should make 

new branded preschools”.  On one end, people can pay  ` 30, 000 a month to send their 

kids to preschool, and on the other, which Dr. Achyut Samant talked about, the people 

in tribal areas and government schools and whatever, the government pays.  So, there 

is great pleasure that government tender for  ` 1 Crore 22 Lakhs has been released and 

we have found a vendor to supply the kids and we can supply it.  And this is a great 
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market opportunity.  In the light of this context, we just tried to experiment and see if 

we can make a free sustainable space for children and continue without any guidance, 

without any support, without any rules.  So today you will see some of the first batch 

students who came in.  And I’m just showing you how they did it- the transformation 

they underwent, the things they did, the things they made.  The rule was- there are no 

rules.  If you don’t come - doesn’t matter, if you don’t do what is told - doesn’t matter, 

if you don’t want to get involved - doesn’t matter.  The teachers, there is no curriculum, 

there is nobody guiding, there is nobody setting what will happen to whatever.  I was in 

Singapore, nobody else had the time to do this, so it reigned by itself. 

 In the beginning we showed some things and when we did the first session it 

actually worked.  Then as part of the standard infrastructure, we had four activities, 

which are available all the time.  We had books in a cupboard, always kept; those two 

cupboards are the only thing we need.  Children got bored and read a book when they 

felt like it. Everything was donated. So they read books they wanted.  Others, who could 

not read, became story tellers and told them stories.  So, automatically teachers and 

friends developed a class to do all these things.  We had two boxes of blocks which were 

always there.  If you felt like making things, playing with gears or doing whatever, you 

could do.  And there was always drawing material and paper and things, so if you felt 

like doing drawings, you could do drawings and make them and show them and help 

each other.  Sometimes we got people to demonstrate.  All of this completely each time 

they will show together, discuss what to do next and depending on whatever thought 

emerged things happened.  There was always clay.  So they could make things with 

clay, whatever they wanted.  We made sure this place was borrowed, it was in IDC, we 

made sure nothing got dirty and at the end of three hours everything was clean and left 

as it is.  So, we always had the opportunity to play with clay and they made things.  And 

when Ganpati came, they made ganpatis.  In addition to this, we had directed activities 

where somebody guided through an activity and things happened.  So they learned 

batik and made various scarves.  We worked with old newspapers; the idea really was 

to find things around you.  So, they made hats and they made newspaper costumes 

and they made straw hats.  They made their own shoes and their own chappals using 

their own design and develop their own fashion plans and identities.  They decided to 

make sandwich one day, so everybody got together and they made sandwich and they 

ate it.  They made puppets, and they used recycled boxes to make houses.  All the time 

finding something which will interest them and engage them.  They conducted science 



experiments.  They tested prototypes of designs done by the IDC students.  They worked 

with 18x22 strips and learnt to cut and entangle themselves.  They made paper flowers.  

This was the culture.  They could sit anywhere, nobody would shout.  Every place is their 

own and through this a sense of responsibility and managing their own things came.  

So the place was full of activity all the time and a great sense of mixing and meeting 

and joining occurred. This project ends in about two weeks, so we apologise for that to 

the kids.  But they had great fun.  

 Kirti Trivedi ( to Aditya’s Father ):  Your child was involved so,

 Parent 1:  Ok, thank you.  My son Aditya, it’s a little strange for me to say Aditya 

because we don’t call him by that name at home.  So, we have been changing his name 

from Dittu to bubblegum to guggu pushu.  So the change of the names is I guess as 

much as he gets to do in Dumroo.  We’ve looked forward to Saturday afternoons.  And 

I was just asking Manju, what is it that she saw about Dittu that has transformed, by 

him participating? And I remember anytime he had gone to K.G. school and now to 

campus school and grade 1, anytime you ask him what is happened during the school, 

he’ll never say what is happening in school.  The only way we would find out was when 

after about 10.30 in the night there would be another school which would run in the 

bedroom of my parents, he would call it the senior citizen’s school and they would both 

wear name tags and be expected to behave a particular way while he was teaching 

what got taught during the class.  But, the thing that happened at Dumroo was, his 

number of questions increased, his inquiry, his wanting to get on to the internet, get 

on to you tube, look at my books and lot of times I would be sitting the previous night 

looking at preparing for the lecture for the next day and he would ask me questions on 

figures and tables which I would have to find answers to in a way in which he could un-

derstand.  So, all I’m saying in all these words is thank you to the people who thought of 

this idea, people who stand for the freedom of children.  I’m very jealous that I don’t get 

to be a part of this every Saturday afternoon.  As I was listening to this presentation, I’m 

also left with whether the students in my class or our center get to experience coming to 

classes like these children have experienced coming to Dumroo.  So, I don’t know what 

Dittu got out of this.  But for sure Manju and I and my parents were enriched by his 

coming over here.  So for that I’m very grateful.  Thank you.

 Parent 2: I have two daughters and both of them come to kids space. They enjoyed 

coming here. After learning new things here they would come home and draw, model 

with clay etc. At Kids Space Damroo, they got to do things they wouldn’t in schools. 



Thank you for the experience

 Parent 3: Namaste. Bhalchandra and Vaishnavi, both my children come to Kids 

Space. When they go to regular school, they come home, have lunch and say that they 

are tired and that they want to sleep. But when they started coming to Damroo every 

Saturday, they forgot all about food and sleep and only wanted to come here. They 

enjoyed a lot. At home we had many books that a professor here at IDC had given, but 

my children had never read a single one. And once that started coming to Damroo, 

and the madam here taught them singing, dancing, and even reading books and only 

then did they read the ones at home. Even now, they come home and I don’t have to tell 

them anything, they go about playing, reading all by themselves. Thank you.

Parent 4: My son Akash attends the Saturday classes here. At first he didn’t like to 

come, but then, he started working with clay, and drawing and they helped. Earlier he 

wouldn’t draw or anything, but now he enjoys it a lot. He waits for Saturdays, and he’ll 

miss his regular tuition classes, but will insist on coming here. We really hope that this 

activity should continue ahead and help our children. Thank you.

 Kirti Trivedi: I would like to give the stage over to the children now, who would 

like to perform something for you. Thank you.


